We live and learn in hope and

joy, keeping the spirit of God
alive in our community

Welcome Back

We hope you all had a lovely summer break and are feeling refreshed and ready for
the new school year. We are excited to share some important news about our
management structure. This year, we are introducing a co-headship arrangement.
Mrs. James will be Headteacher on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, while Mrs.
Sexton will take on the role on Tuesdays and Thursdays. As always, we will work
closely with our Senior Leadership Team, as well as our dedicated teaching and
support staff, to ensure a smooth and consistent approach to our school.

As we begin this new term, we are looking forward to working alongside all of you to
ensure that our children work hard and achieve their best. Together, we can create
a positive and inspiring environment for learning.

Thank you for your continued support, and here's to a fantastic year ahead!
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The Senior Leadership Team

Mrs Sexton Mrs Sh'arpe

Mrs James
Headteacher Deputy & Co SENCO
Headteacher Assistant Head

Miss Chapman Mrs Livin‘gston Mrs Hall
Assistant Head Assistant Head SLT

A prayer for our Sacred Heart community
As we comes back together, let us renew our commitment to the mission of Sacred
Heart: to live and learn in hope and joy, keeping the spirit of God alive in our
community.

Bless our educators and school staff with wisdom, patience, and compassion.
Renew their passion for their calling and remind them of the profound impact they
have on the young lives in their care.

Remind us that as many hands build our school, so many loving hearts build our
school community.

Unite us in our shared faith and purpose.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, we place all our trust in you.

Amen.
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Academic Year 2025-2026

Teachers
Foundation 1 - Mrs Jackson
Foundation 2- Mrs Rummery
Year 1 (Willow Class) — Ms Kaur
Year 1/ 2 (Sycamore Class) - Mr Holland
Year 2 (Maple Class) — Mrs Forryan and Mrs Mohamoud
Year 3 (Elm Class) — Mrs Cefai-Azzopardi
Year 3/ 4 (Silver Birch Class) - Ms Chana
Year 4 (Cedar Class) - Ms Chohan
Year 5 (Holly Class) - Ms Meehan
Year 5 (Rowan Class) — Ms Davidson
Year 5 (Poplar Class) — Mrs Hall and Ms Dushan
Year 6 (Oak Class) — Mrs Sharma
Year 6 (Ash Class) — Mrs Chapman and Mrs Livingston

Curriculum overviews are on the school website and homework grids for Advent Term 1 will be
sent out when we return.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast club opens at 8am and LAST ENTRY IS AT 8:30AM.
After 8:30am children will need to be taken by their parents/guardians to line up with their
class for an 8:45am collection by their class teacher.
Children must NOT be left unattended on the playground before 8:45am.

Medical Condition and Dietary Requirements

As your child starts their new year in August, it is extremely important that all staff including
teachers, teaching assistants and kitchen staff are all familiar of your child's conditions.
Please can we ask that you login to Arbor and check the medical conditions and dietary
requirements are up to date.

We ask that you provide as much information as possible.

Collections
Please login to Arbor and check that those listed are authorised to collect your child.

Walking home
Year 5 and 6 can walk/cycle to & from school, providing that we have written consent. Letters
will be sent out by class teacher and must be sent back to school.

Balance on Arbor account
Please ensure that any outstanding balances are paid on Arbor. Currently school dinners are
charged at £2.60.

Arbor
All legal guardians should have access to both Arbor. Please contact the office if you do not
have access.

Advent Term Dates

Thursday 28™ August — School opens for Advent Term 1.

Friday 17 October — Last day of Advent Term 1.

Monday 20"- Friday 24t October — School closed for half term.
Monday 27" October — School opens for Advent Term 2.

**Friday 215t November - School Closed for Trust Training Day.
Friday 19" December - Last day of term.
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Free School Meals and Pupil Premium

If your child has moved from Year 2 to Year 3 please bear in mind payments for school dinners
must be made. If you think you are entitled to Pupil Premium, please read the following and speak
to office staff before the end of the academic year. It is best that this paperwork is completed
before September.
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Free School Meals Explained

All Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a Universal Free School Meal
(often referred to as UFSM).

e |fyou areinreceipt of certain benefits you may be entitled to Free School Meals (FSM).

e The difference is that if you are entitled to FSM there are other means of support that you can tap
into.

e Onceyou are in receipt of benefits related Free School Meals your child’s school will receive
additional funding (Pupil Premium) to help and support you through your child’s education. The
school will also receive extra support to deliver a fully inclusive and accessible education for all
of our pupils.

e You can apply for Free School Meals at any time while your child is at Sacred Heart.

For example:

If you apply and are entitled to Free School Meals in Reception class the funding is there to support you
for your child’s entire time at Sacred Heart. If you become eligible in year 5 then the Pupil Premium
funding goes with you to secondary school.

How can Pupil Premium funding help me?
Pupil Premium funding is used at the schools discretion to support children, each situation is
assessed individually but examples of the support available are listed below:

e Help with before and after school e Before and after school sports and
childcare activities

e  Support with payment for trips if e Additional tuition
receiving FSM

e Help with school uniform e Holiday clubs

e Music lessons subsidy e Counselling support and play therapy

Is my child eligible?
From 1 April 2018, free school meals in all schools are available to pupils in receipt of, or whose parents
are in receipt of, one or more of the following benefits:
e Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)
e Income Support
e Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance
e Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
e Supportunder Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
e The guaranteed element of state Pension Credit
e Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross
income of no more £16,190)
e Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit.

If you are eligible for benefits-related free school meals in accordance with the above criteria, and your
child is also receiving Universal Infant Free School Meals, please still apply. This will enable your child's
school to claim valuable 'pupil premium' funding.

How do | apply?

You can apply for Free School Meals on line via Leicester City Council.

You will need to complete a simple form and then await the response.
https://www.leicester.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/grants-and-allowances/free-school-meals/
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First Holy Communion

First Holy Communion Preparation at Sacred Heart Church begins on September
28th at 10.15am at Sacred Heart. Forms are available in the church or to download
from the Parish website at https://holyfamily-leicester.rcdon.uk/Sacraments.
Forms can be handed in at Mass or emailed to the Parish Office along with your
child’s Baptism certificate.

Your child must be in Year 3 or above to join this year’s programme. Preparation
sessions (for children & parents) will be on the fourth Sunday of each month (not
December) followed by 11.30am Mass.

The Sensory First Holy Communion Preparation begins in January.
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